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My home group reads the AA Traditions Checklist from the Grapevine at every meeting instead 
of reading the Twelve Traditions themselves. These questions, published between 1969 and 1971, 
have a way of cutting through my ego. Every fourth month, a few of them land especially hard. They 
remind me to pause, take inventory, and look honestly at how my actions affect my own sobriety, the 
health of my group, and the way I sometimes slip into telling others how I think AA should be run. 
These are the checklist questions that always grab my attention: 

1. Do I insist that there are only a few “right ways” of doing things in AA? 
2. Am I willing to help a newcomer go to any lengths—their lengths, not mine—to stay sober? 
3. Do I ever criticize certain groups because they don’t do things the way I believe AA should be 

done? 
When I sit with these questions, I often realize I need to realign myself. I sometimes find myself 

thinking about which meetings I don’t like, picking apart how another group formats their readings, or 
telling someone, directly or indirectly, that they’re “doing it wrong.” Those moments reveal more 
about my own spiritual condition than about anyone else’s program. They show me where I’ve 
tightened up, where I’ve stopped listening, and where I’ve forgotten that AA is built on principles, not 
personal preferences. 

I have to remind myself to give others room. Room to grow at their own pace, room to make 
mistakes, room to learn through experience, and room to find a path that works for them. My way 
isn’t the way—it’s just the way that has worked for me so far. Some meetings, members, or speakers 
may not resonate with me, but they might be exactly what someone else needs to hear in that 
moment. 

AA is a lifelong process, and I’m grateful for the reminders that keep me humble and 
teachable. I pray that I continue to grow, to stay open, and to offer grace—to myself and to others—
for many years to come. 
  
Your DCM in service, 
Andrew T. 
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District 2 Meeting Minutes for March 8th, 2026 
 
The District meeting was held in hybrid format at The Genesis Club, Appleton, WI. 
The meeting was called to order at 2:02 p.m. 
Attendance: 28 members were present in person, and 1 member joined via Zoom, for a total 
of 29 participants. 
The meeting opened with a moment of silence followed by the Serenity Prayer. Everyone 
introduced themselves both online and in person.  
Introductions were made by all participants.  
DCM provided general housekeeping reminders, including silencing phones, being courteous, 
and avoiding side conversations.  
Twelve Traditions & Twelve Concepts  

•  Bob H. read Tradition 3 (Long Form). 

•  J.D. read Concept 3 from the Concepts Checklist. 

Secretary’s Report & Approval of February 2026 Minutes – Marci 
• Committee Chairs and GSRs are asked to submit reports by Sunday, March 15th, 2026, 

to ensure notes can be sent to Barry in a timely manner. 

• Reports should be emailed to: secretary@district02aa.org. 

• Reminder: When making or seconding a motion, please state your name. 

• Bob H. made a motion to accept the Secretary’s report. 

• James seconded the motion. 
• Motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report – Steve & Harold (Alternate Treasurer) 
• See Steve for the $5 stipend for gas money to attend District meetings. 

• Barry made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report. 

• Nikki seconded the motion. 

• Motion passed. 

GSR Reports  
• James- Seymour meeting- Have an attendee actually from Seymour! 
• Kim- Sunday mornings at St. Elizabeth’s in Appleton, discussed vote with meeting 

members and she does have a vote to carry forward. 
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• Wesley- Tuesday, 6:30pm, Living Sober at First Congo in Appleton. Meeting attendance 

is rising.  
• Brady- The Way Out – 7:00PM Thursday night Prince of Peace, Appleton, all service 

positions filled except one.  
• Nikki B.-New Beginnings Meeting- her participants don’t care about the vote coming up.  
• Karen- Fireside Group - we do still have a candlelight meeting on Tuesdays at 7:45pm 

First Congregational Church, Appleton. 
• Sharon- Women on Wednesday meeting-we have grown over the last year and now have 

officers in all positions. 

LCM Reports 
Subdistrict A: Jack. No Report. 
Subdistrict B: Dale. I visited all AA groups that met at the Genesis Club since the last District 
Meeting. We had our quarterly business meeting on Saturday, March 7th. We have four new 
GSRs: Monday Night 7:30 pm Big Book Meeting, Thursday 5:30 pm Women in Recovery, 1st 
Friday Potluck Speaker Meeting and Sunday Morning 7:30 am Came to Believe meeting. 
Wheelchair Lift installed at the Club. All meetings at the club are now ADA wheelchair 
accessible. 

Subdistrict C: Open. No Report. 
Subdistrict D: Bob. No report 
Subdistrict E: Mary. No report 
Subdistrict F: Dylan.  
Recently, I visited the Monday Night Sacred Heart Convent Meeting at 6:30pm, located at 1025 
West 5th St. in Oshkosh.  This group has not had a GSR for a good amount of time. Therefore, 
the meeting was a perfect opportunity to share the importance of having one. I briefly shared 
how beneficial having a GSR would be for their members to finally be able to express what 
they want regarding any changes that will be coming ahead in AA. 
 
To conclude, this Monday Night meeting will be having their monthly business  
meeting on Monday, March 9th. I will definitely do a follow up with these 
trusted servants, after the date shown above. I will see if there’s any additional 
tasks that I can help with, and to hopefully finalize a GSR for their group! 
 
Committee Reports 
Archives: Kathy. No Report. 
Corrections: Laurie. No Report. 
Bridging the Gap: Brad. There have been no new requests received. Thank you, Brad. 
Newsletter: Barry. The newsletter has been delivered to the fellowship on time thanks to all our 
trusted servants getting your submissions to me prior to the deadline. I appreciate your 
responsiveness.  
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The deadline for inclusion in the April newsletter is March 22nd. This deadline gives me time 
to format the final version of the newsletter, send it to the proofreaders, get their input, and get 
it to the webmaster for distribution by the end of the month, which is my pledge to the district.  

I have had interest from groups for the Group Focus portion of the newsletter. If you would like 
to highlight your group and perhaps boost attendance at your meeting, work something up and 
get it to me for publication. It is done on a first come, first serve basis, so don’t delay.  

Again, the deadline for the March newsletter is March 22nd. Please email all submissions to 
newsletter@district02aa.org.  

There are no other comments at this time.  

Thank you for this opportunity to serve,  

Barry B. District 2 Newsletter Editor 

Public Information and Webmaster: Trevor. No Report.  

Treatment & Accessibilities: Patrick D. 

Continue to recruit men and women speakers for Appleton.   Men to speak on weekends at 
Mooring House and women to speak on weekends at Casa Clare House.  Coordination is 
needed to begin setting up speakers.  Anyone interested in helping the Treatment Facilities 
Committee please email tfc@district02aa.org or call Patrick D. at 920-389-1020.  Thank you. 

DCM:  
I was unable to attend the Area DCM meeting.   
I gave Dale LCM packet to give to Jack H. 
I am heading up a committee to recruit AA members to volunteer for the “Chat Now” button 
recently added to our district website. Next meeting for anyone interested is April 6th at 
5:30pm on Zoom ID: 817 5542 3500 pass: jHDq72 
 
Thank you, 
Andrew 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Open positions 2026 Elections 
LCM C (Northern District-Seymour, New London, Clintonville, and Weyauwega)– no 
nominations.  
Grapevine Chair- Sarah B. has someone who is interested (Angel), but she would like more 
information about job duties. Pamphlet was provided to her. No nominations yet. 
NEW BUSINESS: 

A) District 5 meeting in June at UW-Eau Claire. Registration is now open.  
B) Chat button on District 2 website and piggy-back off of Area 74.  
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1. Is there a way to find out how many hits the chat button on Area 74 is getting? 
2. It might be easier to go to the Area 74 button if we are trying to help the alcoholic 

who still suffers. What kind of questions are being asked in the chat? Harold- 
information requests about meetings- getting a ride to a meeting. It’s very similar to 
the Hotline.  
 

3. Barry encourages people to become a volunteer on the Area 74 chat button and then 
reevaluate.  

4. James- Let's build a house before we open a door. Let’s create a committee and get 
volunteers and see how much interest there is. 

5. Andrew- not a problem to add Area 74 button onto our website?  
6. Trevor- No, I’ll do it right now.  
7. Andrew likes the idea of adding Area 74 button onto our website and providing 

volunteers to Area 74 chat.  
8. J.D.-is it an option to add a District 2 chat to the Area 74 chat? 

• Harold made a motion to add the Area 74 chat button to our website and form a 
committee to recruit volunteers.  

• Pat seconded the motion.  
• Two opposed, Motion carries. 

 
C) The Camera- see handout.  Owl Labs Meeting Owl 3 $1,099.   

1. Sits in the center of the room and it takes care of itself including sound. 
2. Andrew checked the budget and we are budgeted for $600.   
3. Harold thinks we are thinking too small. For a large group like ours, we might need 

more microphones.  
4. Karen- concerns about anonymity on Zoom. Not wanting faces on Zoom.  
5. Steve- are there any groups we could partner with to reduce our costs? If our Zoom 

experience is more appealing, we will get more meeting participants.  
6. Harold- a camera would help people on Zoom feel connected to the meeting.  

D) Next meeting we will have a group conscious for the two votes on April 18th. See Page 2 
of handout for two votes.  
1. Rob- what's the difference between the voice and the vote? Anyone in Area 74 can 

talk at the microphone. Past delegates overtake the meeting a bit.  

Other Business  
• Barry made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 3:34 p.m.  
• Dale seconded.  
• Motion passed. 
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• The next District meeting is Sunday, April 12th, 2026, at Solutions Recovery, Inc., 621 

Evans Street, Oshkosh, WI 54901. 
• 1:30 p.m. GSR Roundtable 
• 2 p.m. District Meeting 

 

Monthly Committee Meeting Schedule 
Archives To Be Determined  

Corrections To Be Determined  

Grapevine OPEN POSITION  

Public Information Next Meeting , Tuesday 
April 7, 2026 @ 5PM 

Zoom ID - 8759 555 4987 
Passcode - 844696 

Treatment & Accessibilities 4th Friday of Each Month  
@ 6PM 

Zoom ID - 8759 555 4987 
Passcode - 844696 
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2026 YTD Feb YTD Feb
BUDGET SPENT REMAIN

Archives 1 Space at Central Office $200.00 $0.00 $200.00
Kathy 2 Miscellaneous $250.00 $0.00 $250.00

3 Grapevine $36.00 $0.00 $36.00
4 Stipend for District Meetings $60.00 $0.00 $60.00
5 Stipend for Delegates Workshop $50.00 $0.00 $50.00

$596.00 $0.00 $596.00

Corrections 1 Workshop $150.00 $0.00 $150.00
Laurie 2 Conference $500.00 $0.00 $500.00

3 Office Supply/Travel $100.00 $0.00 $100.00
4 Stipend for District Meetings $60.00 $0.00 $60.00
5 BTG P.O. Box, Postage, Supplies $300.00 $210.00 $90.00
6 Stipend for Delegates Workshop $100.00 $0.00 $100.00

$1210.00 $210.00

DCM 1 Stipend for District Meetings $180.00 $30.00 $150.00
Andrew 2 Printing Expenses $900.00 $129.37 $770.63

3 LCM Stipends for District Meetings $360.00 $0.00 $360.00
4 LCM Miscellaneous Expenses $50.00 $0.00 $50.00
5 Area 74 Literature - (Service Materials $200.00 $0.00 $200.00
6 GSR Workshop $125.00 $0.00 $125.00
7 Registration Spring and Fall Conference $50.00 $0.00 $50.00
8 Banquet Spring and Fall Conference $60.00 $0.00 $60.00
9 Conference Lodging $600.00 $0.00 $600.00

10 Assembly/ACM $200.00 $0.00 $200.00
11 Mileage for Conf/Assem/ACM/Area $500.00 $0.00 $500.00
12 Stipend for Delegates Workshop $50.00 $0.00 $50.00
13 Other Workshop $125.00 $0.00 $125.00
14 Zoom Account $200.00 $0.00 $200.00
15 Tech Fellows Stipend for District Meetings $60.00 $0.00 $60.00

$3660.00 $159.37

Grapevine 1 Grapevine Subscription for Intergroup $350.00 $0.00 $350.00
OPEN 2 Postage & Office Supplies $10.00 $0.00 $10.00

3 Stipend for District Meetings $60.00 $0.00 $60.00
4 Additions to Grapevine Library Display $175.00 $0.00 $175.00
5 Comm. Mtg. Rent $180.00 $0.00 $180.00
6 Workshop $100.00 $0.00 $100.00
7 Electronic Subscription for Grapevine $50.00 $0.00 $50.00
8 Stipend for Delegates Workshop $75.00 $0.00 $75.00

$1000.00 $0.00
 

Newsletter 1 Software $300.00 $164.45 $135.55
Barry 2 Stipend for District Meetings $60.00 $0.00 $60.00

3 Ink $50.00 $0.00 $50.00
4 Stipend for Delegates Workshop $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$410.00 $164.45 $245.55

Public Info 1 Web Service (Maintenance, software $600.00 $0.00 $600.00
Trevor 2 Outreach/pamphlets, literature, fairs $1200.00 $0.00 $1200.00

3 Stipend for District Meetings $60.00 $0.00 $60.00
4 Stipend for Delegates Workshop $50.00 $0.00 $50.00
5 Grapevine Subscriptions (2) $60.00 $0.00 $60.00
6 Facebook PSA $250.00 $0.00 $250.00

$2,220.00 $0.00

Treasurer 1 District Rent $420.00 $70.00 $350.00
Steve 2 Refreshments $240.00 $36.15 $203.85

3 Stipend for District Meetings $60.00 $0.00 $60.00
4 Miscellaneous Expenses (copies, postage, $200.00 $0.00 $200.00
5 Petty cash na na na
6 P.O. Box Rent $250.00 $0.00 $250.00
7 Stipend for Delegates Workshop $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

1,170.00$ $106.15

Treatment 1 Workshop $200.00 $0.00 $200.00
Patrick 2 Literature - Facility Racks $400.00 $0.00 $400.00

3 Office Supplies $50.00 $0.00 $50.00
4 Stipend for District Meetings $60.00 $0.00 $60.00
5 Stipend for Delegates Workshop $50.00 $0.00 $50.00

$760.00 $0.00 $760.00

Totals $11,026.00 $639.97 $10,386.03

$2,220.00

$1,063.85

APPROVED Area 74 District 02 2026 Budget 

$1,000.00

$3,500.63

$1000.00
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March 18, 2026  
 
Dear Friends,  
 
     I have been asked by the General Service Board, in my role as chair of the AAWS Finance Subcommittee on Self-Support, to contribute 
to the AAWS monthly communication letters. I do so with gratitude and a keen awareness that any understanding I have comes from 
shared experience within our Fellowship.  
     As a relatively new director on the AAWS Board, it has been both humbling and eye-opening to serve in this capacity. I am especially 
grateful to witness the establishment of the new Self-Support/Finance Desk and to see the care with which staff and trusted servants 
approach this work. Serving at this level has broadened my perspective and deepened my appreciation for the quiet, steady efforts that 
sustain A.A.  
     Our Fellowship continues to encounter new challenges as we navigate an increasingly digital world. Many members no longer carry 
cash. Contribution tools and payment methods change quickly. Treasurers are thoughtfully working through new tools and technologies. 
These are not problems so much as reminders that while our principles remain steady, our methods must adapt.  
     As Bill W. said in his 1960 keynote address to the General Service Conference: “Our Twelve Steps probably won't change. Our Twelve 
Traditions? Not at all likely. But our manner of communication, our manner of organizing ourselves for service – let us hope that this goes 
on changing for the better, forever…” I have experienced that evolution firsthand.  
     In 2020, when the church where our small rural group met was shuttered during the pandemic, we moved online almost overnight. 
We were grateful to remain connected, but a simple and sobering question emerged: How would the still-suffering alcoholic find us now?  
     Without a physical meeting place, we realized how easily we could become invisible. Members who already knew us could follow a 
link. But someone new; someone frightened, isolated, or desperate, had no clear path.  
     We did what many groups did. We placed simple notices in our local newspaper. A few members put flyers at the grocery store, the 
library, the banks, and even the boat ramp. It was not polished. It was simply members trying to make sure A.A. could still be found.  
     For some of us who had never served beyond our home group, that season revealed how fragile our connection to the still-suffering 
alcoholic could be, and how When in-person meetings resumed, we did not want to forget that lesson.  
     We formed an outreach effort that began at the group level and gradually extended into neighboring groups. We worked with our 
Intergroup to ensure meeting information remained current. We created simple business cards with phone numbers and QR codes that 
linked to our local Intergroup/Central Office. With guidance from aa.org and by drawing on Cooperation with the Professional 
Community (CPC) and Public Information (PI) resources and shared experience, we reached out to local healthcare providers, businesses 
and agencies.  
     What became clear over time was this: none of these services existed by accident. They were available because members before us 
had participated, contributed, and remained involved.  
     Serving as chair of the Self-Support Subcommittee has allowed me to see those same principles at work on a broader scale. Self-
support is not merely about placing money in a basket. It is about participation. It is about accepting responsibility for the health and 
continuity of our Fellowship.  
     When I contribute today, I am helping sustain the services that allow A.A. to be found; meeting listings, phone lines, literature, shared 
experience, translation, digital access, and so much more. These are not abstract concepts. They are lifelines.  
     There is also a quiet dignity in shared responsibility. Being self-supporting reminds me that A.A. is not something I simply receive; it is 
something I help carry. I stand on the shoulders of those who came before me, and I contribute so that others may stand after.        
     When the basket is passed in my home group, I contribute not only to meet today’s expenses, but as an expression of gratitude and 
participation in something larger than myself. Through shared responsibility and collective support, the hand of A.A. remains available; 
sometimes in ways we never see.  
 
With humility and gratitude for the opportunity to serve,  
Julie C. Non-Trustee Director, AAWS Chair,  
Self-Support Subcommittee 
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DID YOU KNOW……  

THAT ANY A.A. MEMBER IS 
WELCOME TO ATTEND 

THE DISTRICT 
MEETING??? 

Please join us at the Solutions Club in Oshkosh at 2pm (GSR 
Roundtable at 1:30pm) on April 12th. Learn more about how 
District 2 fits into the AA General Service structure! Bring a 

fellow AA member or a sponsee 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 2026 
 

4/17/2026 
 

Area 74 Standing Committee 
Workshop 

 
Quality Inn, Rhinelander, WI 

 
4/18/2026 

 
Area 74 Assembly 

 
Quality Inn Rhinelander, WI 

 
4/26-5/2/2026 

 
General Service Conference 

 
New York, NY 

 
6/26-6/28/2026 

 
ECR Regional Conference & Area 74 

Conf. 
 

Eau Claire, WI 

7/18/2026 Area 74 Area Committee Meeting Reiter Center, Three Lakes, WI 

10/17/2026 Area 74 Standing Committee 
Workshop 

Quality Inn, Rhinelander, WI 

 
10/18/2026 

 
Area 74 Assembly 

 
Quality Inn, Rhinelander, WI 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A.A. NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 

DISTRICT 02 NEWSLETTER: Stay up-to-date on all of the news in District 02. Sign up at 
district02aa.org > newsletter > signup 

***************************************************************************************************************
********** 

NOW & THEN (Monthly Area 74 NEWSLETTER): Stay connected to Area news, information, 
and more! Electronic subscriptions please send a request via email with your contact 

information to area74newsletter@gmail.com  
Hard copy subscriptions $25 for 12 issues mail a check made out to CASH and a completed 

enrollment form to:  
Now & Then 
 PO Box 192 

 Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235 
  

***************************************************************************************************************
********* 

BOX 4-5-9 (Quarterly NEWSLETTER from the General Service Office):  
This newsletter includes 

• information about AA service 
•  sharing from AA members 

• news about literature   
•  sharing from groups and service committees 

• a calendar of upcoming events  
www.aa.org/box-459 
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2026 District 02 Meeting Schedule 
                              ZOOM MEETING ID: 875 9555 4987 PASSCODE: 844696 

(Meeting Location is Subject to Change) GSR Roundtable at 1:30 / District Meeting at 2:00 
 

 
Jan 11 Solutions Club Inc. 

 
621 Evans St, Oshkosh 

 
Feb 8 Changing Lanes Alano Club 

 
344 Broadway St, Wrightstown 

 
Mar 8 Genesis Club 

 
1213 N Appleton St, Appleton 

 
Apr 12 Solutions Club Inc. 

 
621 Evans St, Oshkosh 

May 3 
Early due to 
Mothers Day 

St Mark's Church 
 

140 S Green Bay Rd, Neenah 

 
Jun 14 Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

 
2330 E Calumet, Appleton 

 
Jul 12 Solutions Club Inc 

 
621 Evans St, Oshkosh 

 
Aug 9 St Paul Catholic Church 

 
410 Wallace St, Combined Locks 

 
Sep 13 Peace United Methodist Church 

 
2300 W Wisconsin Ave, Kaukauna 

 
Oct 11 Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

 
349 N Main Street, Seymour 

 
Nov 8 Changing Lanes Alano Club 

 
344 Broadway St, Wrightstown 

 
Dec 13 

 

First United Methodist Church 
 

325 E Franklin St, Appleton 
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Remember…. Not Regret 
 

When I came to AA, like most, I did not have a clue 
I sat in back, alone, afraid, not knowing what to do 
I heard about a book it was suggested I should read 

If I wanted to stop drinking it was something I would need 
 

Took their advice and bought the book, to see what it’s about 
A lot inspired hope but other parts invited doubts 

It started on page 83 and finished on the next 
The promise of a better life was written in the text 

 
I Ninth Step promised happiness and freedom from the drink 

Serenity would come to us, despair would start to shrink 
I wanted to believe that every promise could come true 

But there was one that made me doubt it ever would ensue 
 

We would not regret the past, it’s what was written as a vow 
If we would just commit to work the program starting now 

But my past deeds still haunted me, not easy to ignore 
Regretting things that I had done those many years before 

 
At first, I would regret the harm my drinking had created 

To see my family worry as my drinking escalated 
It took some time to understand regretting what I’d done 
Was wasted time, was self-indulged, not helping anyone 

 
As time since my last white chip passed, those thought began to fade 

Amends were made, behavior changed, some progress had been made 
But as my mind became more clear, a new regret arose 

I recognized financial harm my drinking had exposed 
 

My business partners had expressed it’s time I should retire 
They wanted me to sell my share and they would be the buyer 

My self esteem was at a low, I’d lost the will to fight 
So, I accepted what they paid, resigned unto my plight 

 
When I’d been sober for a while, I started to regret 

The deal I made to sell my share, and I became upset 
I felt that I had been abused, did not get a fair price 

They got me at my weakest point, a victim of my own devise 
 

My sponsor said it may be true, your share was worth some more 
But, accept the fact, YOU made the deal, and though it makes you sore 

What’s done is done, no going back, so learn from your mistakes 
And don’t regret what can’t be changed, serenity’s at stake 

 
He said to just be grateful for the money you preserved 

If truth be told you likely got just what you had deserved 
Remembering what got you there will help you to avoid 

A slip back into your old ways, sobriety’s destroyed 
 

These days I seldom dwell upon the life I used to live 
If others can put it aside, I must myself forgive 

And should old thoughts of past occur, they’re really not a threat 
I use then now to stay on track, remember, not regret 

 
 
Larry R. 
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                                         Twelve Suggested Points of AA Tradition 
by Bill W. Grapevine, April 1946   
[Bill's first General Presentation of the Traditions to the Groups] 
 
       Nobody invented Alcoholics Anonymous. It grew. Trial and error has produced a rich experience. Little by little 
we have been adopting the lessons of that experience, first as policy and then as Tradition. That process still goes on 
and we hope it never stops. Should we ever harden too much, the letter might crush the spirit. We could victimize 
ourselves by petty rules and prohibitions; we could imagine that we had said the last word. We might even be 
asking alcoholics to accept our rigid ideas or stay away. We never stifle progress like that! 
      Yet the lessons of our experience count for a great deal -- a very great deal, we are each convinced. The first 
written record of AA experience was the book "Alcoholics Anonymous." It was addressed to the heart of our 
foremost problem -- release from the alcohol obsession. It contained personal experiences of drinking and recovery 
and a statement of those divine but ancient principles, which have brought us a miraculous regeneration. Since 
publication of "Alcoholics Anonymous" in 1939 we have grown from 100 to 24,000 members. Seven years have 
passed; seven years, of vast experience with our next greatest undertaking -- the problem of living and working 
together. This is today our main concern. If we can succeed in this adventure -- and keep succeeding -- then, and 
only then, will our future be secure. 
      Since personal calamity holds us in bondage no more, our most challenging concern has become the future of 
Alcoholics Anonymous; how to preserve among us AAs such a powerful unity that neither weakness of persons not 
the strain and strife of these troubled times can harm our common cause. We know that Alcoholics Anonymous 
must continue to live. Else, save few exceptions, we and our fellow alcoholics throughout the world will surely 
resume the hopeless journey to oblivion. 
       Almost any AA can tell you what our group problems are. Fundamentally they have to do with our relations, one 
with the other, and with the world outside. They involve relations of the AA to the group, the relation of the group 
to Alcoholics Anonymous as a whole, and the place of Alcoholics Anonymous in that troubled sea called modern 
society, where all of humankind must presently shipwreck or find haven. Terribly relevant is the problem of our 
basic structure and our attitude toward those ever pressing questions of leadership, money, and authority. The 
future way well depend on how we feel and act about things that are controversial and how we regard our public 
relations. Our final destiny will surely hang upon what we presently decide to do with these danger-fraught issues! 
       Now comes the crux of our discussion. It is this: Have we yet acquired sufficient experience to state clear-cut 
policies on these, our chief concerns? Can we now declare general principles which could grow into vital Traditions -
- Traditions sustained in the heart of each AA by his own deep conviction and by the common consent of his 
fellows? That is the question. Though full answers to all our perplexities may never be found, I'm sure we have come 
at least to a vantage point whence we can discern the main outlines of a body of Tradition; which, God willing, can 
stand as an effective guard against all the ravages of time and circumstance. 
       Acting upon the persistent urge of old AA friends,(Ed. Note - Particularly Earl T. from Chicago) and upon the 
conviction that general agreement and consent between our members is now possible, I shall venture to place in 
words these suggestions for an Alcoholics Anonymous Tradition of Relations -- Twelve Points to Assure Our Future. 
 
Our AA experience has taught us that: 
 
1. Each member of Alcoholics Anonymous is but a small part of a great whole. AA must continue to live or most of us 
will surely die. Hence our common welfare comes first. But individual welfare follows close afterward. 
2. For our group purpose there is but one ultimate authority -- a loving God as he may express himself in our group 
conscience. 
3. Our membership ought to include all who suffer alcoholism. Hence we may refuse none who wish to recover. Nor 
ought AA membership ever depend upon money or conformity. Any two or three alcoholics gathered together for 
sobriety may call themselves an AA group. 
4. With respect to its own affairs, each AA group should be responsible to no other authority than its own 
conscience. But when its plans concern the welfare of neighboring groups also, those groups ought to be consulted. 
And no group, regional committee, or individual should ever take any action that might greatly affect AA as a whole 
without conferring with the trustees of the Alcoholic Foundation [now the General Service Board]. On such issues 
our common welfare is paramount. 

A.A. ARCHIVES 
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Twelve Suggested Points of AA Tradition – Cont. 
 
5. Each Alcoholics Anonymous group ought to be a spiritual entity having but one primary purpose -- that of carrying 
its message to the alcoholic who still suffers. 
 
6. Problems of money, property and authority may easily divert us from our primary spiritual aim. We think, 
therefore, that any considerable property of genuine use to AA should be separately incorporated and managed, 
thus dividing the material from the spiritual. An AA group, as such, should never go into business. Secondary aids to 
AA such as clubs or hospitals which require much property or administration, ought to be so set apart that, if 
necessary, they can be freely discarded by the groups. The management of these special facilities should be the sole 
responsibility of those people, whether AAs or not, who financially support them. For our clubs, we prefer AA 
managers. But hospitals, as well as other places of recuperation, ought to be well outside AA -- and medically 
supervised. An AA group may cooperate with anyone, but should bind itself to no one. 
 
7. The AA groups themselves ought to be fully supported by the voluntary contributions of their own members. We 
think that each group should soon achieve this ideal; that any public solicitation of funds using the name of 
Alcoholics Anonymous is highly dangerous; that acceptance of large gifts from any source or of contributions 
carrying any obligation whatever is usually unwise. Then, too, we view with much concern those AA treasuries 
which continue, beyond prudent reserves, to accumulate funds for no stated AA purpose. Experience has often 
warned us that nothing can so surely destroy our spiritual heritage as futile disputes over property, money, and 
authority. 
 
8. Alcoholics Anonymous should remain forever non-professional. We define professionalism as the occupation of 
counseling alcoholics for fee or hire. But we may employ alcoholics where they are going to perform those full-time 
services for which we might otherwise have to engage nonalcoholics. Such special services may be well 
recompensed. But personal Twelfth Step work is never to be paid for. 
 
9. Each AA group needs the least possible organization. Rotating leadership is usually the best. The small group may 
elect its secretary, the larger group its rotating committee, and the groups of a large metropolitan area their central 
committee, which often employs a full time secretary. The trustees of the Alcoholic Foundation are, in effect, our 
general service committee. They are the custodians of our AA Tradition and the receivers of voluntary AA 
contributions by which they maintain AA general Headquarters and our general secretary at New York. They are 
authorized by the groups to handle our overall public relations and they guarantee the integrity of our principal 
publication, the AA Grapevine. All such representatives are to be guided in the spirit of service, for true leaders in 
AA are but trusted and experienced servants of the whole. They derive no real authority from their titles. Universal 
respect is the key to their usefulness. 
 
10. No AA group or members should ever, in such a way as to implicate AA, express any opinion on outside 
controversial issues -- particularly those of politics, alcohol reform or sectarian religion. The Alcoholics Anonymous 
groups oppose no one. Concerning such matters they can express no views whatever. 
 
11. Our relations with the outside world should be characterized by modesty and anonymity. We think AA ought to 
avoid sensational advertising. Our public relations should be guided by the principle of attraction rather than 
promotion. There is never need to praise ourselves. We feel it better to let our friends recommend us. 
 
12. And finally, we of Alcoholics Anonymous believe that the principle of anonymity has an immense spiritual 
significance. It reminds us that we are to place principles before personalities; that we are actually to practice a truly 
humble modesty. This to the end that our great blessings may never spoil us; that we shall forever live in thankful 
contemplation of him who presides over us all. 
 
May it be urged that while these principles have been stated in rather positive language they are still only 
suggestions for our future. We of Alcoholics Anonymous have never enthusiastically responded to any assumption 
of personal authority. Perhaps it is well for AA that this is true. So I offer these suggestions neither as one man's 
dictum nor as a creed of any kind, but rather as a first attempt to portray that group ideal toward which we have 
assuredly been led by a Higher Power these ten years past. 
 
Bill W. 
Grapevine, April, 1946 
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
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APRIL 2026 
 

MAY 2026 

First Friday of the Month, April 3rd, Open AA 
Speaker Meeting at 7pm Genesis Club, 1213 
Appleton St, Appleton. Potluck at 6pm, please bring a 
dish to pass! 

Tuesday April 14th,                                                
Open AA Speaker Meeting at 7pm, St Mark’s 
Church, 150 S Green Bay Rd, Neenah. See flyer in 
District newsletter. 

Second Sunday of the Month, April 12th,  District 
Meeting at 2pm, Solutions Club, 621  Evans St., 
Oshkosh GSR Roundtable 1:30  This is a hybrid 
meeting Meeting ID: 875 9555 4987 Passcode: 844696 

Second Sunday of the Month April 12th, Open AA 
Speaker Meeting at 7pm, Potluck at 6pm, bring a side 
dish to share, First Congregational Church, 724 E 
South River St, Appleton This is a hybrid meeting. 
Meeting ID: 897 8011 3671 Passcode: 027543 

Second & Fourth Thursday of Month April 9th, & 
23rd Open AA Speaker Meeting at Noon, Solutions 
Recovery, 621 Evans St., Oshkosh 

Third Friday of the Month, April 17th, 
Open AA Speaker Meeting at 7pm, Peace 
United Methodist Church, 2300 E Wisconsin Ave, 
Kaukauna Al-Anon speaker if available. 

Fourth Saturday of the Month, April 25th, Saturday 
Nite Live Open AA Speaker Meeting 7PM, Changing 
Lanes Alano Club, 344 Broadway St., Wrightstown 
 
Last Sunday of the Month, April 26th, Open AA 
Speaker Meeting at 10am, St. Elizabeth Hospital, 
1506 S Oneida St, Appleton Al-Anon speaker if 
available. 
 
Last Sunday of the Month, April 26th, Open AA 
Speaker Meeting at 7pm, Solutions Recovery, 621 
Evans St, Oshkosh  
 
 
 
 

First Friday of the Month, May 1st, Open AA Speaker 
Meeting at 7pm Genesis Club, 1213 Appleton St, 
Appleton. Potluck at 6pm, please bring a dish to pass!  

First Sunday of the Month, May 3rd,  District Meeting 
at 2pm, St. Mark’s Church, 140 S. Green Bay Rd. 
Neenah GSR Roundtable 1:30  This is a hybrid meeting 
Meeting ID: 875 9555 4987 Passcode: 844696 

Second Sunday of the Month May 10th, Open AA 
Speaker Meeting at 7pm, Potluck at 6pm, bring a side 
dish to share, First Congregational Church, 724 E 
South River St, Appleton This is a hybrid meeting. 
Meeting ID: 897 8011 3671 Passcode: 027543 

Second & Fourth Thursday of Month May 14th, & 
28th Open AA Speaker Meeting at Noon, Solutions 
Recovery, 621 Evans St., Oshkosh 

Friday May 8th, Open AA Speaker Meeting at 7pm, St 
Mark’s Church, 150 S Green Bay Rd, Neenah. See 
flyer in District newsletter. 

Third Friday of the Month, May 15th, 
Open AA Speaker Meeting at 7pm, Peace 
United Methodist Church, 2300 E Wisconsin Ave, 
Kaukauna Al-Anon speaker if available. 

Fourth Saturday of the Month, May 22nd, Saturday 
Nite Live Open AA Speaker Meeting 7PM, Changing 
Lanes Alano Club, 344 Broadway St., Wrightstown 
 
Last Sunday of the Month, May 31st, Open AA 
Speaker Meeting at 10am, St. Elizabeth Hospital, 
1506 S Oneida St, Appleton Al-Anon speaker if 
available. 
 
Last Sunday of the Month, May 31st, Open AA 
Speaker Meeting at 7pm, Solutions Recovery, 621 
Evans St, Oshkosh  

 
 

 
 
 

 



District 02 Committee Information 

ARCHIVES COMMITTEE: Responsible for the 
collection and care of archival documents and items for 
the District. 
Chairperson: Kathy R. archives@district02aa.org 
 
CORRECTIONS COMMITTEE: Provides coordination 
and support for groups and individuals wishing to 
carry the message to alcoholics in jails and prisons 
within the District. Chairperson: Laurie G. 
corrections@district02aa.org 
Bridging the Gap: Brad N. 
corrections@district02aa.org 
 
GRAPEVINE COMMITTEE: Relays information about 
the Grapevine magazine and other materials to the 
individual groups via their Grapevine Representatives 
(GVR’s). 
Chairperson: OPEN grapevine@district02aa.org 
 
PUBLIC INFORMATION COMMITTEE: Provides 
information about AA to the general public and is also 
responsible for the District 02 website. 
Chairperson: Trevor F.  publicinfo@district02aa.org 

 
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE: Medium for 
communication of District 02 business and events to 
the groups, GSR’s, and individual members. 
Chairperson: Barry B. newsletter@district02aa.org 

 
TREATMENT & ACCESSIBILITIES COMMITTEE: 
Provides coordination and support for groups and 
individuals wishing to carry the message to clients in 
treatment facilities within District 02. 
Chairperson: Patrick D. tfc@district02aa.org 

OTHER DISTRICT CONTACTS 
DCM – Andrew T.  dcm@district02aa.org 
Secretary – Marci A. secretary@district02aa.org 
Treasurer – Steve K. treasurer@district02aa.org 
Webmaster – Trevor F. support@district02aa.org  
District 02 Website  www.district02aa.org 
Area 74 Website  www.area74.org 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

General Service Office 
James A Farley Station 

PO Box 2407 
New York, NY 10116-2407 

212-870-3023 
 

District 02 Treasury 
PO Box 2632 

Appleton, WI 54912 
 

Area 74 Treasury 
P.O. Box 1002 

Eau Claire, WI 54702 
This is a Change!!! 

 
Fox Valley Central Office 

1528 N Ballard Rd Suite 16 
Appleton, WI 54911 

920-997-0221 
 

 
OTHER INFORMATION 

 
Oshkosh Helpline 

920-410-4620 
 

Now and Then 
(Area 74 Newsletter) 

PO Box 192 
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235 

 
Fox Valley Hotline 

920-731-4331 
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District 2 Group Focus 
 Here, we feature a meeting that maybe you haven’t 

attended before. 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO FEATURE YOUR MEETING ????? 

Maybe you would like to increase 
attendance or attract some new faces to 

your Group. Feature your meeting here by 
emailing your meeting details  

To newsletter@district02aa.org 
 

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED GROUP 

This month’s featured group is the Shelter From The Storm group in 
Appleton.  The group meets every Saturday at 8:00 AM at the COTS 

building 819 S. West St. in Appleton.  The main purpose of the 
meetings are to provide a meeting space for the residents of the COTS 

homeless shelter program. The meeting is open format and is 
grounded in the Big Book and Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions. 
Once a vibrant meeting, this meeting could use your support.  

mailto:newsletter@district02aa.org
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